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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 15-21 and 28 have been examined and are pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1,114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this appHcation is ehgible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finaUty of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 
14. Applicant's submission filed on 06/07/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. AppHcant's arguments filed 06/07/2006 regarding the rejection of the claims 15-21 have 
been fiiUy considered but they are not persuasive. 

As per Applicant's arguments relating to rejection of claim 15, the AppUcant argues that 
both the Majeti and Gammie references alone or in combination do not describe or suggest all of 
the features of claim 15 such as the forth interface claimed in the mannner claimed. The 
Examiner responds that as stated in the previous office action ( mailed 5/31/2005, page 5, first 
paragraph of the Final action) Gammie reference does disclose the forth interface. 

Apphcant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1.1 1 1(b) because they amount to a 
general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically pointing out 
how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the references. 

Applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1.1 1 1(c) because they do not clearly 
point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view of the state of 
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the art disclosed by the references cited. Further, they do not show how the amendments avoid 
such references. 

Claims 16 to 21 depend from claim 15 and stand rejected as addressed in the final 
Office action dated 5/31/2005. Applicants still have failed to identify specific claim limitations', 
which would define a patentable distinction over prior arts. 

Therefore, the examiner asserts that cited prior art does teach or suggest the subject 
matter recited in independent claim 15 and in subsequent dependent claims 2-21. Accordingly, 
rejections for claims 1-21 are respectfiiUy maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quota on of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 15-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over prior art of 
record, U.S. Patent No. 5,534,913 to Majeti et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,029,207 to 
Gammie. 

Referring to claim 15, Majeti et al. teach a decoder device for decrypting 
encrypted television programs, the decoder device comprising; 
a control unit [figure 4, HOME CONTROLLER 122]; 
a second interface for interfacing to the control imit [figure 5, 132]; 



Application/Control Number: 09/485,408 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2131 

a third interface for interfacing to a telecommunications network [column 3, lines 59-67], 
Majeti et al do not teach decoder device for decrypting encrypted television programs, 
the decoder device comprising: 

an input for receiving the encrypted television program; 

a decryption device for decrypting the encrypted television program into a format 
reproducible by a television set: 

an output capable of being connected to the television set so as to output the decrypted 
television program to the television set for reproduction; 

a first interface for interfacing to at least one of a first identification and a first key 
carrier component for enabling the decryption device, the first interface being disposed in the 
control unit; and 

a fourth interface for interfacing to at least one of a second identification and a second 
key carrier component, an authorization by at least one of the second identification and the 
second key carrier component being useable for establishing a connection to a subscriber via the 
communications network. 

However, Gammie discloses a decoder device comprising: 

an input for receiving the encrypted television program [figure 5, SATELLITE LINK 

505]; 

a decryption device for decrypting the encrypted television program into a format 
reproducible by a television set [figure! 5, PROGRAM DESCRAMBLER 508]; 

an output capable of being connected to the television set so as to output the decrypted 
television program to the television set for reproduction [figure 5, OUTPUT 509]; 
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a first interface for interfacing to at least one of a first identification and a first key 
carrier component for enabling *he decryption device, the first interface being disposed in the 
control unit [figure 5, replaceable security module 514]; and 

a fourth interface for interfacing to at least one of a second identification and a second 
key carrier component, An authorization by at least one of the second identification and the 
second key carrier component being useable for establishing a connection to a subscriber via the 
communications network [figure 5, replaceable security module 514 and column 6, lines 49-53]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to apply Gammie's teachings of decrypting the received programs for a conditional 
access television system to the system and method of Majeti et al. such that Majeti et al/s system 
could include a smart card reader in the HOME CONTROLLER for reading decryptor, 
keys/identification fi-om smart cards. The decryption keys would then be sent to the decryption 
device newly placed in the set top box. One would have been mo ivat2c to modify Majeti et al.*s 
system as such in order to provide higher security for the transmitted program information 
[column 6, lines 4850] 

Referring to claim 16, Majeti et al. as modified teach the decoder device as recited in 
claim 15 wherein the fourth interface is disposed in the control unit [figure 5, replaceable 
security module 51 * and column 6, lines 49-53]. 

Referring to claim 17, Majeti et al. as modified teach the decoder device as recited in 
claim 15 wherein the television set includes a fifth interface for receiving control conmiands and 
wherein the control imit is capable of controlling the television set [column 12, line 37-column 
i3, line 3]. 



Application/Control Number: 09/485,408 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2131 

Referring to claim 18, Majeti et al. as modified teach the decoder device as recited in 
claim 1 5 wherein the first and the second identification and/or key carrier components include a 
respective smart card or a common smart card [column 11, lines 63-65 to Gammie]. 

Referring to claim 19, Majeti et al as modified teach the decoder device as recited in 
claim 15 further comprising a sixth interface for connecting the decoder device to a computer 
[figure 1, 72 to Majeti], the computer being adaptable for at least one of controlling the decoder 
device and establishing a connection to a subscriber via the telecommunications network (figure 
1 MODEM 76]. 

Referring to claim 20, Majeti et al. as modified teach the decoder device as recited in 
claim 15 wherein the control xmit includes a computer, the computer including a seventh 
interface for controlling the decoder device and including the first and fourth interfaces [figure 1, 
PERSONAL COMPUTER 74 and HOME CONTROLLER 70]. 

Referring to claim 21, Majeti et al. as modified teach all limitations of claim 21 except 
for the Umitation of the decoder device is integrated in the television set. 

However Gammie discloses the decoder device is integrated in the television set [column 
6, line 26-28 of Gammie]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to apply Gammie's teachings of integrating the decoder into the television set to the 
system and method of Majeti et al. One would have been motivated to modify Majeti et al.'s 
system as such in order to make for a more compact unit [column 6, lines 26-28]. 

As per claim 28, Majeti et al. teach the decoder device as recited in claim 15 wherein the 
second interface is a keypad operable by a user. (col. 7, lines 20-26, i.e. the set top box connected 
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to control channel 132 which is utilized to transmit a signal from the set top box which identifies 
the channel to which it is tuned (selected by the user) to provide information to the home 
controller (keypad operable by the user is inherent in set top box)). 



examiner should be directed to Taghi T. Arani whose telephone number is (571) 272-3787. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 Mon-Fri, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

haformation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-91^ (toll-free). 
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